THE NEW LIFE	363
of speech having been first used for the expression of
love alone.1 Wherefore, seeing that poets have a licence
allowed them that is not allowed unto the writers of
prose, and seeing also that they who write in rhyme are
simply poets in the vulgar tongue, it becomes fitting and
reasonable that a larger licence should be given to these
than to other modern writers ; and that any metaphor
or rhetorical similitude which is permitted unto poets,
should also be counted not unseemly in the rhymers of
the vulgar tongue. Thus, if we perceive that the former
have caused inanimate things to speak as though they had
sense and reason, and to discourse one with another;
yea, and not only actual things, but such also as have
no real existence (seeing that they have made things
which are not, to speak ; and oftentimes written of those
which are merely accidents as though, they were sub-
stances and things human); it should therefore be per-
mitted to the latter to do the like ; which is to say, not
inconsiderately, but with such sufficient motive as may
afterwards be set forth in prose.
That the Latin poets have done thus, appears through
Virgil, where he saith that Juno (to wit, a goddess
hostile to the Trojans) spake unto JHolus, master of the
Winds ; as it is written in the first book of the ^Eneid,
sEole, namque tibi, &c. ; and that this master of the
Winds made reply : Tuus o regina, quid optes—
Explorare labor, mihi jussa capessere fas est. And
through the same poet, the inanimate thing speaketh
unto the animate, in the third book of the JEntid, where
it is written : Dardanidce duri, &c. With Lucan, the
animate thing speaketh to the inanimate; as thus :
1 It strikes me that this curious passage furnishes a reason,
hitherto (I believe) overlooked, why Dante put such of his lyrical
poems as relate to philosophy into the form of love-poems. He liked
writing in Italian rhyme rather than Latin metre; he thought
Italian rhyme ought to be confined to love-poems : therefore what-
ever he wrote (at this age) had to take the form of a love-poem.
Thus any poem by Dante not concerning love is later than his
twenty-seventh year (1291-2), when he wrote the prose of the Vita
Nuova; the poetry having been written earlier, at the time of the
events referred to.

